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wy Received your’s wherein you give an account of the Parlia- 
i = mentot Angland’s Addrefs, againftthe AA of ourlaft Seffion of 
Parliament, eftablithing a Company, Tradeing to Africa, and 
the Ivdies, and defireto have my thoughts, as tofome things re. 
lating thereto: Avid tho’ you fay you are of the Opinion to an- 
fwer all the Queftions you propofed affirmatively, yet you wilh che Senti- 
ments ofothers may conficmyou therein; I will not fay that any thing, I can 
give,ought to have weight with you, orany, butyov’l allow me torell yeu, 
that you havewrit to one, who is afmuch ot your Oprmton in thefethings 
asyour felf: And Zealtomy Country, andits undoubted Inter‘, dech 
forward me to pive youinafew words, what eccurrs to me tofaristy both 
you,and othersin chefe points,and left | fhould owmitany of your Queries 
I (hall here repeat them, 
' g, Igit uotthe true Intereft of Scot /and co goon, in fettling the Afrzeas, 
and Indian Company effectually? 7 
2. Isitnot the true Intereft of England, thac Scotland have more Trade, 
and that with the Inazes, than now it hath 2 

3. Wasit not unkind in the Patliament of England, to make this Addrefs 

againft chis Company, Erected by the Parliament of Scotlana? 

4. Mayitnor bethoughtthe King of Britains true Intereft, shat the 
Trade of Scotlandbeadvanced, foas to beara nearer proportion, 
with his other Dominions, then it doth ¢ 

z. Isnotrthe Ad of Parliamert,concerning this Company, framed toad. 

vance the trueIncereft of the Nation, without giving joft grounds 
of Complaint to any of our Neighbeurs? 

Tothe firft of thefe Queries, Lheartily agree with you, Thatitis the true 
Intereft of $cot/and togoonin fettling this African and indian Gompary, 
and I hope none will deny this who fedarely confider thefe things following, 
which Ifhall only name, left I fhould exceed the bounds of an Epiftle. rt. 
It’s now beyond all Controverfie, that iris the Intereft of all Nations to 
increafe their Trade; the Increafe of which begerteth Wealth, and Riches, 
which now in the time of Warr doth more contribute tothe prefervationcf a 
Nation, thenthe multitude, and valour of it’s Men: The Warts being 
now vifibly managed, more by the Purfe, then by the Strength of the 
Natives. . 
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2. The World is now grown fo prodigal,as that every Country doth make 
ufe of Forreign Commodities, and thefe brought from a!l the Gorners of the 
Earth; And Dear or Cheap havethem they muft, fo it’s the Intereft of 
every Nation to purchafe them atthe eafis{t Races, and that muft be by 
bringing them from their firft Ports dire¢tly home; Butthis is a work of 
that difficulty, and attended with fo many hazards, and requiring fuch 
greatandvaft Sums of Money tomakethefe Trades to move, as fingle 
private Merchants cannot reach thereunto, and therefore Companies, and 
Societies of Merchants uniting together their joint Stocks are abfolurely ne- 
ceflary, co bring thefe Commodities from their firft Ports in the /ndies: 
And the experienced Advantages, the feveral Companies in Lngland, 
Holland and elfewhere, have brought not onlyto themfelves, bur tothe 
Countrys they belong to, dofuflicientiy demonftrate the reafonablenefs 
of the fame. Oe 
3. And thefe Companies findit not only neceffary to have Forts, and 
Ports of their own, forthefecurity of their Trade, in thefe parts, where 
| they are both needful, and may behad; But likeways to fertle Colonies 
: and Plantations regulated by themfelves, thatby the labour of their hands, 
thefe Commodities may be produced, which are the fubject of their Returns 
Thus you fee the &xgd:/b with their own hands in theit Plantations, produce 
their Sugars, Tobacco’s, Indigo’s, ¢. Sothatit’s clearly the Intere ft of all 
Trading Nations, efpecially of {uch who Trade to America to have Colonies 
and Plantations of there own, fetledthere, as youfee the Spamards Portue 
geeze, nglifp, Durch, and Arench, befide others have. ine ee 
4. Beforethe vaft encreafe of Trade, now in Europe by the many Plan. 
tations in America, anc Companies Trading to Africa, and the Last. In- 
dies, Scotland had {ome proportionable fhare of the Trade, which was at 
that time inthis partof Europe, Two hundred Years agoe Scetland, noton- 
ly Traded with all thefe Countrys and Kingdoms, that the Awgl/b and 
Fleemings did, burwehad our Fleet, and Ships ofForce; whichin fet ep- 
pei beat the F/eemi/b Fleet in K- Fa. 18f time, and the Euglsh 
Fleer, when SirAadrew Wood of Large was our Admiral; K. Fa: V. Had of 
his own Building among many othets, a Sbip of the greateft Force and Bur- 
den, that hadbeen betore thattimein thefe Seas, whichhe gitted to the 
King of France; Bux fince the Raghs/p and Dutch began to fetrle Plantations 
and Trade to the Eas? and Wei Indies, tho’ we ftill Trade with as many,nay 
more Veflcls, and greater Scocksthan our Preédeceflorsdid, yet in the Bal- 
dance with our Neighbours we are funk and loft, not having the Twentieth 
partin proportion with them, which we had before, and our not advancing 
in Trade, asour Neighbours grew hath Leffened our Nation, more in the 
Eyes of our Neighboursthen our Unionwith England, ana being made 
thereby in effect little better then a Province of that Kingdom. | 
5: The only way left unto us to betrer our Condition, is, forour Nation 
andall Ranks in it vigoroufly to ply Trade, toexercife thefame, and chat 
by Companies at home, and Plantations abroad, whereby we willbe ren- 
dered more Rich, and fo better able tolive like our Neighbours, and be 
better preferved from the ‘difdaining, and coptemningbehaviour of any 
aboutus; Wemay aflore our felves, if we grow not Richer then we are, 
and do not more ftrenuoufly mind Trade, we will grow in being contemned 
by allour Neighbours, and it will not bein our Princes power to hinder us 
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to be trampled on at every turn, A may do it, whom Our Princes 
will be more concerned to oblige, than our Nation ; §o that now the encou- 
raging of Trade, and particularly of this W4frican and Indian Company,is 
indeed a Werk of abfolute Neceflity toour Nation, to keep us trom being 
deftroyed, andto continue us a Nation, and therefore I am the more hope- 


_ fol of Succefs in our prefent Endeavours; when, as fhall fhortly fhew, fo 


many things concurr together to incline us thereunto. 

6. Weareof tate beginning to fallonthe True and Lafting Methods of 
encreafing Our Trade, by Erecting of feveral Companies, and Societies 
within the Kingdom, to Manutacture Our Own Natural Commodities, 
which without all doubt, will more'and more add to the Riches of Our Coun- 
trey, and doth furnifh Work, and Food to Our poor People, and encreafeth 


_ the Mulritude of Our Inhabitants, which is aconfiderable part ot the Rich- 


esof aNation: Thus we have the Woolen Cloth Manufactorie at New- 


Mills, and the Baze Manvfattory for Out Wool, the Linnen Manufactory, | 


feverals for Leather, andothers; As likewife, We have begun to Manuta- 
éture thefe Commodities at Home, which We ufed to bring ManufaGured 
from Abroad, as néw We have at leaft for a confiderable part,Our Sugars, 


Soap, Cerdage, Glafs-bottles. Gilded:leather, Pins, Ribbans, Gamericks, 


Modflins, Paper, andothers, all which fave a confiderable Treafure to the 
Kingdom, and which, till chey were carried on by Companies, and Socie- 


_ ties, could never be attempted by fingle Perfons, or if any of them were, it 


wasinvain: Sotharatlength, trom Our Own Experience (and berrerlate 
thrive chan never) We fee the Advantage of Companies ; And if Companies 
bethus neceflary, and profitable, for Manutactureing Our Own Native Pro- 
duct,and for furnifhing Our Selves with thefe Commodities we brought from 
near Neighbours aboutus,how neceflary are thefe Companiesto furnith Us 
with thefe forts of Goods, which can enly be brought at firft hand, fromthe 
remoteft Parts ofthe Earth, — ‘Hola 

_ 7. This Company, Erected byOur laft Seffion of Parliament, may ‘jnftly 
claim more Encouragement from the Body ef the Nation, in that its Extent 
isgreater, the Subject of its Trade more Univerfal chan any others, and that 
it will infallibly fettle Plantations abroad, particularly in America, the doing 
of which, will beyond all expreffion contribute more for the Security, Peace, 
and Greatnefs of Our Nation, than all Our other. Trade, or any other Me- 


thods, can poffibly be fallen on by the Wifdom.of Our Government, which I 


hope, will be clear toa Demonftration, if you confider what follows, Next 
then, | ) 

8- Scotlend of it felf, is as much as any of her Neighbours, and fae 
more than many ofthem, fitted to be the Seatof fuch aCompany, anda 
Mother to Plantations, efpecially in America, y¥- In that its Situation 
(furrounded almoft with the We/fern-Oceanm, the Northern, and Germane- 
Seas ) fetteth tairer for both America, Afia,and Africa, thaneither England, 
Holland, the Nations on the Baltick,~or any other Trading Country of 
Europe. the Weffand North Parts of Ireland, Pertugal, and fome bit of 
Spam excepted. 2. Themany excellent Rivers, Bayes, Creeks, Lochs 
and Harboursin Scotland, beyond any other of thefe Nations, the Forth 
and C/yd acceffible at another rate, thaneicherthe Thames, Maes, or Tex- 
e/, give ita vaftAdvantage, 3, OurShipping can beas cheap built at 
home, asany other where, were Weonceinufetodoit, having a eae 
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rable Quantity of Timber, aboundance of Mafts, and eafy accefsto purchafe 
what we want, cheapfeeding.andeafy Wages. 4, OurSeamenas hardy, 
and brave as any whomfoever, feeding more {paringly and cheaper, fervi 
for fmaller Wages than Cur Neighbours ; Theit Nemberfogreat,asthat We . 
can ferve Ourfelves well with Our Own, which few of Our Neighbours 
can, andhonefoeafily. .5.: Our multitude of People, and fertility of Our 
VVomen, beyond Our Neighbours, furnifhing many more Thoufands, 
than Our Country is able to maintain athome. 6. Our Own Native Com- 
modities of Linnen, and Woollen,and others, exactly futting the Neceffiries 
and Exigencies of an American Plantation; Thefeand orher things, which 
I mighcinfift on, render it as fit, and more for Scotland, to have fucla Come 
pany, and Plantations as any other, atid render it as fir for {ach a Gompany, 
i and foran American Plantation, tobein, and from Scotiand, as fromany 
other where. 

9. I thinkitvery confiderabie, and promifing Succefs to fuch an Un- 
dertaking, Thatthereis in the prefent Juncture, a concurring of many things 
ro carry on the affair, I fhall not infifton this, that by the late happy Revo- 
lution, thefe Nations have been bleft with fo excellent a Prince, thar hin- 
ders none ot his Kingdomsto be as happy as they defire, who from time to 

time, Impowereth alwayes His Commiffioners to confent to all fucly Lawsas 
His Parliansent do think fir,for the Encouragement of Trade, and fam fure 
no Rational Man will grudge, that hefliould havedonefo, We are mighti- 
ly Obligedto his Majefty forthe fame, and this every body feeth. 

I chink it ot fome confideration, that it fell inthe hand of char Great 
Man, The late Duke of Hamiltoun, to pafs that A® of Parliament i in Anno 
1693 torthe encouraging of Forreign Trade, feeing it is very well known, 
that tho’that Great Perfon was accomplifhed with many Noble and Excel. 
| lent Qualities fureing the Grandeur of that Family, ‘andthe many. Eminent 
q Characters he bare, yet. his Genius did not much prompt him to the exadteft 
4 confideration of Trade, and if heby that AC laid the Foundation of our pre. 

fent Erecting this 4friean and Indian Company, (for which his Country . 
is obliged to Honour his Memory, as on many other accounts,) we may be 
both netfwaded of its being the Latereft of our Country, and may hope an- 
fwerable fuccefsthereto: Andwemay bethe’ more encouraged when we 
confider that the Act it fel Erecting rhe Company fellto be made and paft, 
while our prefent Lord High€ hancellous, the Marquefs of Tweeddale was 
His Majefties Commifffoner, A Perfon of thefe great Abilities, long Ex. 
perience, Intimate Knowledge of,and Converfe with all the great Statef‘men : 
of our Neighbour Nation, and who all along be yond anyof his Quality in 
this Kingdom, pry’d inte the Myfteries of Trade, andthe Intere{t both of 
this, and our Neighbout Nation therein, and had beyond many a notable 
occafionthercto, when he wasione of the Commiffioners of this Kingdom in 
Agno 1669 about the Union with England, where the Concern of ‘Trade 
was the cheif thinge agitate, whereby as it cannot be doubred but the AG is 
exactly digefted ro che true Intereft of the Nation; So we may hope that fo 
Noble and Experienced a Statef man willlay out himfelffor the effeCuating 
of that which (to hisownandhis Families Honour when heis gone) he 
hath fo happily forwarded the we ititis come, 
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). . Lobfervelikewife, that the Unanimiry of our Parliament (theAG paffing a Ms 
— Nemine Contradicente) was not fromabare andzeneral Indifferency, or Be] 
looking onir, as only the innocent Iacereft of fome Merchants,but was with iM 4 

fuch an univerfal Concern, as if they had been determining the flanding,or | 
falling of the Kingdom ; And J finda General Inclination in both Nobility, | = 

aod Gentry tobs concerned inthe Company, when arthe fame time they S&S 
wifely tefolye to let the Management of the fame, fallto thefe, whofe fe 
Education hath rendred them more capable thereof, and their only concern | Ny 

| is, that they be Men of probity and skill, who thould undergog the F atigue, | NY 
| which to me is very promling | | | & 
Asis likeways, the fame agreeable and Communicative Temper inthe 1 

| Merchants, and’Trading pare of our Nation, notonly willing, but coveting nm. 


the Nobility, and Gentry’s, being Interefted ia the Company, ‘and fharers 
| ofthe Advantages they may promife to themfelves thereby,and thisisof no | 
| {mall confideration to makethefe fharers of the profit, who cantake little ot 

nothing of the Fatigue and al and confidering that the Traders of i 


SAN 


| the Naticn, atJeaft the Royal Burrows, which confit chiefly ofthem, do ! 


befides the Cuftomes on all forts forts of Goods, both Export, and Import, ‘4 = 

pay one fixth part of all tlie Land.'Paxes laid upon the Nation for their frees ! ~ 

dom of Forreign Trade, nang they arg willing to Communicate fo great any 

a Branch of the fame, ites ty body who will put in their Effects in the | 

Common-ftock. ~. s a a a ae ; “i 

Ladd likeways to this cOnfidetation, That we have atghigtime a Sett of , -& 

moft Active and Expérigncéd Gountry men, Refiding at London, Notably : x 

skilled in allthe Myftere§.of ‘Trade, who,as they have fen qeehiders \ 

| able Effects, for th Bxg@ting and carrying on of fevers Sec \: 
Manifactories withinthis Kingdom. ; 


this m, whereimthey have met with fuicable | | ~ 
fuccefs; and ther, waive age jedthgi Nitive Country,as well as better- | \\ 
éd their own Fortunes! Sc the Erecting ot this, <dfrséan and ladzam ~ 


| Company, havé'cheerfully lent their Helping-hanc 


d have unceffantly 


ftirred us up to our Undeubted Intereft, to all m cir-Country is 
| mich Indebted® And {hope it will offend none of the ¢, Gentlemen, tho _ 
| Imake a particular mention af Mr. Pater/on, asaperfonto whom, inafpe- , 4 x 
| cial manner we owe already the fair Foundatiopyetthis-Defign ; and Lhope. s&s 
| fhall owe many good Bg val gleaned Adi ic g5.£0 Ca the Trade; His RS 
greatExperience, Unive AIT ravelling, and Come anes Er Obtrng SX 
and making it for many Years his Study and we ay fuch a Defign, _ 
asmightbenefite his Native Country, fittinghim forthe fame: His laying i 
the Defign, and Projects firftofthe Royal Bankélug/and, and then if ss 
that of the pha Fun, monftrating bothhis,Ability for fuchan Un. ee 
dertaking, and penelip on Neighbours} . isdeing this to us, SY 
asit‘proclaims him a Worthy Country- mai, yit.may encourage us all co == 
Venfure part of our Fortunes, Ona projecv@r ms frameing, whohathbeen Ga 
fo fuccefsfulamong our Neighbours. hel f ; SS 
| 10. Notonly may we encreafein Riches by this Company, And the Plan- = 
| tations ic will fettle, but by them the Kingdom will be eafed, Relieved and 
Advantaged asmany otherways, Soby reapingthefe following benefites. 
1. By this Company, ‘and an American Flantation fetiled thereby, we will 
be tree of our loofe Idle people without deftroying of tham, 1 have faid and | 
it’s evident our Country cannot fuftain the people it produceth; And mars ; 
a ss baguette B 2 ore | ; 
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fore our Youths in time of Warr, fs forced Abroad to the Warrs all Europe - 
over,where they are knock’d on the head, atter their Country bath been ata 
confiderable Charge in bringing them up; And in times of peace they turn 
Pedlars, and Havkers, and make otherfuch fhifts i England, ‘Polland, 
Sweden, andevery wherealmoft. Poland hath for many Years had no. 
fewer acatime then Ten Thouland Scots. mex born, and bredin Scet/ands. 
Now fure 1 am it would be more for this multitudes Intereft to be fent toa 
Plantation, among theirown Couutry-Meén, Governed by their own Laws;, 
Befides that a Plantation would eafe'us of all the Scum our Idle Young Wo- 
men, where they might live more Vertuoufly and Comfortably, and all 
thefe Benefire their own Country by being there. for they would maintain 
more than their own Number at work, here tnourown Country, to furnifh 
them with Cloathing, and other Neceffaties they would tzke off our hands, 
and thereby indeed, inftead of rendering our Country lefs populousa Plan- 
tation in Amersca would iafallibly encreafe our pcople at Home ; For if we 
had more work at Home to fuftaia common Labodting people, there would 
be moe of them, ‘asiwe Shall more fully proveafterward. pga he 
2. By aPlantanon whichthis Company will fetile, our own Native 
Commodities will be exported in greater quantitiesthen ever, and more of, 


iti 
fwillboth prompt cur people 


them foughtafter, then we haye to fell; whieh 


toagreater Dilig ‘nce, andienhafice cheprice of the-goods themfelves; what 


an Advanta etogetbut two pence, or three pence a yard more for 
our Linnen Cl t forour Pladings, afd Fingrims ? this will makethe. 
Goed Women More bufy at theit Wheels, and will Wonderfully help to pay. 
the Mafters Rent, andio confume greater quantitiesof ihefe goods which. 
we cannot export {oéafily, fuchas Corn, and Cattel, andanany others. 

3. By re daninane Ses ‘America, The Kings Cuftumes, 
and public ae will migt le: Before 


icreafe: Before England had Plantrati-, 
sign Trade co the furtheft-parts, ‘their Cuftumes 
were like their Neighbours,-fana credibly informed the Cuftumes in K. Hene 
§ Reign, were nota en'Thoufand pound sferd. per anwum, In Queen. 
Elizabeth’s long andprofperous Reign, the Trade much encreafed, yet the 


ons, and mifi 


Cuftumes at moft did not exccedSeventy Thovfand pond Ser per annum 
In K- Ch.2d.timé,aftertheirvaitP lancations wete fettled, @ Port of London 
(ali Charges born’ furnithéd many Years atleatt 608000 hb: per annum 
and Iam informed in 1693; the Incomes fromthe Port of Lonaon 
alone was upwardsof 1500000 46. Ser). We can never expect to run. 
thefe lengths, but by this Company and by a Plantation, the Cuftumes will. 


be confiderably encreafed,: ate chat not o 


ing which the Companies Effet 

the runnofthefe 21 Yearsg “Bor 'no foonerfliall this Company begin to. 
profper, and makereturns Home, then all other fort of Trade we have with, 
our Neighbour Nations willfemfibly encreafe: wefhall no fooner feel the 
{weet of this Company, then wewill Drink more Wine, and live higher 
every way, in doing whereot we will confume more of thefe Goods that pay 
dear Guftume; Thereisfuch a Myftery in Trade, that Tradecreateth 
Trade, and one Trade createth another, and encreafeth another, YeaI will 
boldly and on good ground affirm, thatthe granting of the 21 Years Ex- 
emptiontrom Cuftumesas tothe Companies own effects is more the Kings 


Interett, 


eae eee ve a Solon, _ 


we 
* 
” 
* 
» 


| _ do not,ar leaft are not {uret 


_ bute rothe VV. ath, Security ; at 
-@ {pecial Manner the Incereft of thefe Nations, w 


co, foe 


BAS 


ee 


A. 60°9)) . 
* pent and forthe advancement of the Revenue of the Crown then jt it 
dnotb 


een; Forhadnotthis Exemption becn Ten to One it ever the 
Gompany had takenroot, ot been {omuchas cflayed,{uch arethe many 
difficulties attending Infant Companies, and the fetcling New Plantations, 
thac unlets fome confiderable Priviledges and Advantages be granted cothem 
for fome confiderable time they will cruth in the beginning, and fo all {n+ 
ereafe of Cuftums be cut off; but chefe. Immunities being granted, andthe 
Company and Plantations thereof vigoroufly ply’d and the Adventurers 
growingRich with the fuccefs{ul Returns they will both liveHigher,and great 
Ceatties of other Forreign Commodities which pay Cuftome to the Kieg 
will be firft bartured by the Membersof the Company to get theCom. 
pany’s Rerurns offcheir hands,and thefe other goods they gatin Liew of he 
fame will be more liberaliy confumed whan they gecthem in exchange ot 
their Own, © | gt oy ) 
4. Icwill be nofmall Advantageto Our Nation, ‘That by this Company 
and its Plaications, eet the firft hand chefe Commodities, which 
either they produce witht cit own; Labour or purchafe, ‘whereby we will 
get the choice of the Commodities in theirkind, which many a time we 
hat.we get thebeft,when we are under the neceffi- 
ing and feledtingsthe Goods, afrer they have 
d offering only to fale whac they pleafe; 


ty of Strangers theic pare 
come to Ewrope from the. 
‘and Strangers mufts 

_And then we may .reafo 
fromthe fecond, fometim 
the prices up, ftill ch 


ompany m Y t. Gainers; 
and thefe will bec A b. Tey Nation, et ' 
_. §+ This Company, anduits. Pla rie infalibly:enmereafe Our 
Shipping and. nereale ofcither of which, willlalwife contri- 


atnefs o 


+ Our Nation; it being in 


either live in Iflands; or 


n, ( pyand Naval Force; what 
_we had of Naval orce long ago utterly loft, jthat We have not 
had one fingle Mano! War,.tobe by tO Qu Merchant Men; and 
though fome id.as.to th : wilely tallen on bythe lait $.ffion 
‘of Parliament ee; whithithis Company fhal 
have ufe for anc Ady atiall;Cceafions, to ferve 
their Countrey, ) ferve'as'Convoys for Our o- 
ther " longing peculiarly to the 
Company . 


pany Panicle 
‘two Or three Thoufand, ot more of, our 


leave to any to make the Calculation, if they 


6. I might , in defcending to 
ient beyond all Contradiati. 
thois fhould yearly take away 
Opie, yet it will occafion Our 
han, it either is, or everwas; J 
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